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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Brierley  Hill. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Brierley  Hill  Urban  Distriet  for  the  year  1953. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  infeetious  disease  rate  is  still  low  with  the  exeeption  of  Measles 
whieh  was  wide-spread  but  mild. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  has  been  established,  but  it  is 
rather  too  early  to  pass  any  eomment  on  the  effeet.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Publie 
will  take  the  opportunity  of  ensuring  that  their  ehildren  are  proteeted. 

It  is  not  generally  appreeiated  that  the  prevention  of  all  infeetious  diseases 
is  a publie  duty,  and  not  only  the  responsibility  of  the  Loeal  Authority.  For 
the  welfare  of  the  Community,  eaeh  individual  should  play  their  part  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  infeetious,  and  unless  this  is  elearly  understood,  it  will  be  left 
to  a very  few  to  earry  on  the  uphill  struggle  against  these  diseases. 

It  will  be  seen  under  speeified  diseases  that  the  morbidity  and  fatality 
rate  eompares  favourably  with  towns  of  similar  population  throughout  the 
eoimtry. 

Tuberculosis 

Mass  radiography  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  the  apparatus  being 
stationed  at  various  factories  and  sites  in  the  Urban  District.  Workpeople 
were  invited  to  attend  in  organized  groups,  and  the  Public  were  notified 
regarding  the  times  most  suitable  for  their  attendance.  The  numbers  examined 
were  as  follows: 

Males  . . . . . . 3,626 

Females  . . . . . . 2,601 


Total  6,227 

Of  the  6,227  persons  X-rayed  there  were  19  definite  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
and  282  doubtful  cases  were  re-called  for  re-examination.  The  re-call  rate  of 
3 . 4 per  thousand  is  an  indication  of  the  number  of  cases  examined  who  were 
thought,  by  miniature  X-ray,  to  be  worth  an  examination  by  a larger  film. 
Those  persons  showing  positive  findings,  or  other  chest  abnormalities,  were 
reported  to  the  various  Chest  Clinics,  Pneumoconiosis  Boards,  and  Private 
Doctors  for  further  observation  and  treatment. 


The  drive  in  relation  to  the  reeognition  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis, 
and  the  new  methods  of  treatment,  have  proved  successful  in  many  cases. 
The  new  drugs  used,  allow  of  many  cases  receiving  domiciliary  treatment, 
thus  relieving  the  strain  on  hospital  accommodation. 

It  is  thought  that  a yearly  inspection  by  mass  radiography  is  an  essential 
])art  of  tuberculosis  control,  and  it  is  hoped  to  carry  out  a further  Survey  in 
1954. 

The  small  number  who  took  advantage  of  the  inspection  was  rather 
discouraging,  but  I have  no  doubt  that  as  the  benefits  accruing  are  fully 
appreciated,  more  interest  will  be  shown  by  the  Public,  Factory  Managers,  and 
Local  Organizations.  I am  certain  that  Factory  Managers  and  Local  Organiza- 
tion can  play  a larger  part  in  this  work,  through  the  Welfare  Staff  and 
Secretaries,  by  affording  the  opportunity  to  each  person  employed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Survey.  Official  recognition  of  the  value  of  the  work  would 
help  to  dilute  the  apathy  found  in  the  individual,  and  the  response  from  the 
Ocneral  Public  would  be  stimulated. 

Again,  it  is  not  realized  by  those  in  charge  of  factories  that  the  mass 
radiography  unit  can  handle  up  to  600  cases  per  day  if  the  factories  are  willing 
to  co-operate  by  organizing  their  workers  in  groups.  The  amount  of  time  lost 
would  be  out  of  proportion  to  the  value  obtained,  and,  in  time,  those  in  charge 
would  be  content  in  the  knowledge  that  their  workers  were  free  from,  or  under 
control  for,  tuberculous  infection.  The  whole-hearted  support  of  these  factories 
who  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  work  is  very  welcome:  it  is  a pity  that 
others  cannot  follow  their  example. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  future  Surveys  the  amount  of  work  done,  and  the 
public  money  expended,  in  the  effort  to  control  tuberculosis  will  be  of  greater 
benefit,  and  those  who  have  failed  to  recognize  the  importance  of  this  service, 
convinced  of  its  necessity. 

Clean  Food 

Much  progress  is  still  being  made  by  those  handling  food  prior  to  distribu- 
tion to  the  homes  of  the  people,  but  little  or  no  improvement  is  noticeable 
from  the  domestic  angle.  Waste  still  goes  on,  and  this  is  regrettable  since  the 
price  is  so  high  and  the  quality  has  improved  so  rapidly  since  last  year.  Even 
in  some  of  the  newest  houses  it  is  deplorable  to  see  how  the  food  is  stored  and 
handled. 

Housing 

The  further  achievement  in  house  building  during  the  period  under  review 
is  very  gratifying.  Last  year  225  Council  houses  and  28  Private  houses  were 
completed:  this  year,  379  Council  houses  and  95  Private  houses  have  been 
erected.  This  represents  a substantial  increase. 

It  is  hoped  that  a still  further  increase  will  occur  in  the  coming  year,  and 
that  soon  we  will  be  rid  of  much  of  our  slum  and  unfit  property. 

To  members  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Parker,  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department, 
I again  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  their  willing  co-operation. 

.1.  H.  DONNELLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

Statistics 


Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  population  (mid  1953) 

48,970 

Area  (in  acres)  . . 

5,851 

Rateable  Value  . . 

£207,949 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  1953-54 

£806 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ] 

L953 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

. . 757 

384 

373 

Illegitimate 

16 

6 

10 

773 

390 

383 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Standardized  Birth  Rate 

15.79 

0.97 

15.32 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

20 

9 

11 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

22 

10 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  Still  Births).  . 
Rate  per  1,000  population  (Still  Births) 

27.67 

0.45 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Standardized  Death  Rate 

458 

9.35 

1.14 

10.66 

254 

204 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

17 

..  21.99 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births 

16 

..  21.14 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births 

1 

..  62.50 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  Birth  Rate  of  15.79  eompares  with  that  of  15.63  for  1952.  It  is 
higher  than  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  160  towns  of  eomparable 
size,  whose  rates  are  15.5  and  15.7  respeetively. 

Deaths 

The  Death  Rate  of  9.35  is  lower  than  that  of  10.42  for  1952,  there  being 
50  fewer  deaths.  The  rate  is  also  lower  than  that  for  both  the  whole  Country 
and  for  the  smaller  towns,  which  are  11.4  and  11.3  respectively. 

The  most  frequent  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  Intra- 
cranial Vascular  Lesions,  Bronchitis,  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  These 
categories  included  311  deaths. 

It  will  be  noted  from  Table  XIII  that  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
for  1953 — the  reduction  being  30. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  Births  exceeded  the  number  of  Deaths  by  315. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infantile  Mortality  of  21 .99  per  1,000  live  births  compares  with  26.8 
for  England  and  Wales  and  24.3  for  the  towns  of  comparable  size.  This  is 
below  the  figure  for  1952,  which  is  very  gratifying. 

Maternal  Mortality 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  Maternal  Mortality. 


TABLE  I 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
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TABLE  II 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN 


Diseases 

1953 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tubereiilosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

6 

4 

10 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

2 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

8 

3 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

12 

1 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast . . . . . . ... 

— 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

19 

17 

36 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

3 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

22 

33 

55 

Coronary  Disease — Angina 

25 

12 

37 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

8 

5 

13 

Other  Heart  Disease  . . 

27 

32 

59 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

18 

25 

Influenza 

8 

8 

16 

Pneumonia 

10 

4 

14 

Bronchitis 

29 

13 

42 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

1 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

6 

5 

11 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

6 

9 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

6 

— 

6 

Pregnancy — Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

30 

22 

52 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

— 

5 

All  other  accidents 

8 

2 

10 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes 

254 

204 

458 
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TABLE  III 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  AND  CASE 
RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1953 


160  Smaller  Towns 

England 

160  C.B’s.  and 

Resident  Pop. 

London 

and 

great  towns 

25,000—50,000 

Adm. 

Brierley 

AVales 

including  London 

1951  Census 

County 

Hill 

Rates 

per  1,000  Home  P 

opulation 

Births : 

Live  Ihrths 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

15.79 

Still  Births 

/ 0.35 
\22.4(a) 

0.43 

24.8(a) 

0.34 

21.4(a) 

0.38 

21.0(a) 

1 0 .-45 

27.67 

Deaths: 

All  causes  . . 
Typhoid  and 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

I 9.35 

i 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

' — 

hooping  Cough  , , 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

l)i})htheria 

0.00 

0 . 00 

0.00 

— 

0 . 02 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0 . 24 

0.27 

Influenza  . . 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

1 0.33 

Smallpox  . . 

Acute  Poliomvelitis 

0.00 

00.0 

00.0 

— 

— 

including  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

i 0.29 

Notifications 

j 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

! 

0.00 

0.01 

0 . 00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal 

0.01 

0.01 

i 0.01 

1 

1 

! 0.01 

0.00 

Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

1 0.03 

0 .03 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 1.39 

1.50 

! 1.44 

i 1.02 

i 0.80 

Whooping  Cough.  . 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

j 3.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

1 0.00 

0.04 

Erysipelas . . 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

0.08 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00  ' 

0.00 

1 0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

12.36  1 

11  .27 

12.32 

8 . 09 

17.95 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.84  j 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73  1 

0.35 

(including  Polio- 
Encephalitis) 

i 

Paralytic 

0.07  1 

0.06 

0 . 06 

0.07 

0 . 02 

Non-Paralytic 

0.04  I 

0.03  1 

0 . 04  1 

0.03 

0 . 00 

Food  Poisoning  , . 

0.24  i 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

0.00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

18.23(a) 

I 

24.33(a) 

1 

12.40(a) 

28.61(a) i 

1 

3.77 

Rates  pe 

1 

r 1,000  Live  Birth 

s 

Deaths: 

All  causes  under 

1 -year  of  age:  .,i 
Enteritis  and  1 

26.8(h) 

30.8  1 

1 

24.3 

j 

24.8 

21.99 

Diarrhoea  under 
2-years  of  age  . . 

1 

1.1  i 

! 

.3  j 

0.9 

1.1  j 

1 

1 .29 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births, 


n 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

The  County  Council  through  its  Area  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  for  the 
adiniuistration  of  the  following  health  services: 

Health  Centres 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care 
Domestic  Help 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulance  Service 
Mental  Health  Service 

Close  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  Area  Health  Office  was 
maintained. 


Hospitals 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Wordsley  Hospital,  Brierley  Hill 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Other  Hospitals  within  easy  reach  are  those  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  referred  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  i.e.,  Moxley 
Hospital,  Wednesbury,  and  Stallings  Lane  Hospital,  Kinsgwinford. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to 
Wordsley  Hospital,  and  to  the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  at  Dudley. 


Tuberculosis 

Sanatoria  are  provided  at  Kinver,  Groundslow,  Prestwood,  and  Himley. 
Cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The  Woodlands. 
Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton. 


Post  Mortem  Room 


25  bodies  were  admitted  to  the  Post  Mortem  Room  during  the  year. 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 


Natural  Causes 
Suicide 
Accident 
Misadventure  . . 


20 

1 

3 

1 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  continues  to  deal  with  the  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  specimens  sent  from  this  area. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst,  who  acts  for  the  Urban  District. 

National  Assistance  Act 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  which  provides  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  those  unable  to  look  after  themselves. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  District  is  served  by  two  Companies.  The  Stourbridge  and  District 
Water  Board  supply  2,600  houses  at  Wordsley,  while  the  rest  of  the  area  is 
served  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Board.  In  both  cases  the  supply 
comes  from  deep  wells  and  bore-holes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  to  depths 
varying  from  200  feet  to  500  feet.  The  water  is  examined  regularly  and  has 
continued  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  following  are  typical  analyses: 

The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Board 


Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  coli)  after  48  hours 


incubation  at  37  deg.  Cent. 

Nil  })er  100  M.L. 

lysis 

pH  ^"alue 

7.0 

Farts  per  100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  Dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

49.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Albuminoid 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . . 

1.33 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  . . 

5.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

Nil 

Appearance 

No  colour 

Metallic  Contamination.  . 

Nil 

Total  Hardness  . . 

21.2  deg. 

Permanent  Hardness 

12.8  deg. 

Temporary  Hardness 

8.4  deg. 

Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board 


Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  after  48  hours 
ineubation  at  37  deg.  Cent. 

Analysis 

pH  Value 


• Total  Solid  Matter  Dried  at  212  deg.  F. 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid 
Nitrie  Nitrogen  . . 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

Appearanee 

Metallie  Contamination 
Total  Hardness  . . 

Permanent  Hardness 
Temporary  Hardness  . . 


Nil  per  100  M.L. 


7.3 

Parts  2)er  100,000 

36.5 
0.0008 
Nil 
0.70 
3.00 
0.008 

No  Colour 
Nil 

17.6  deg. 

11.8  deg. 

5.8  deg. 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 

Extensions  to  sewers  have  been  effected  in  Cot  Lane,  Kingswinford,  and 
Mearce  Coppice,  Quarry  Bank. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Cleansing  Superintendent.  A 
report  on  the  work  will  be  found  in  his  report. 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

The  Architect  and  Housing  Director  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  for  the  year  ended  April,  1954: 

During  the  year,  379  Permanent  Dwellings  have  been  completed,  and  of 
these  314  are  of  Traditional  construction,  the  remaining  65  being  New 
Traditional. 

The  total  of  post-war  dwellings  completed  is  now  as  follows: 

1,529  Permanent  Traditional 
111  Permanent  New  Traditional 
40  Permanent  Aluminium  Bungalows 
24  Temporary  Aluminium  Bungalows 
100  Temporary  Asbestos  Bungalows. 
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There  are  334  houses  and  2 shops  in  course  of  erection,  and  14  houses 
under  contract  not  yet  started. 

Supplies  of  bricks  have  caused  concern  and  delay,  and  the  most  recent 
instructions  from  the  Central  Government  indicate  that  there  will  be  a slight 
slowing  up  of  housing  progress,  the  effect  of  which,  however,  should  not  be  felt 
for  some  time. 

On  the  Housing  Management  side  of  the  Department,  7,469  items  of 
general  repair  have  been  executed  by  the  Building  Maintenance  Staff,  whilst 
245  houses  have  been  decorated  internally  and  983  houses  painted  externally 
as  programme  repairs,  together  with  an  additional  119  houses  decorated 
internally  following  exchanges  or  transfers  of  tenancy.  A further  288  houses 
have  been  painted  externally  and  33  decorated  internally  by  contract. 


SECTION  E 


LIVE  AND  DEAD  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Two  Veterinary  Officers  are  employed  by  the  Council  to  inspect  live 
animals  and  carcases  at  a large  factory  in  the  area. 

The  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon  reports  as  follows: 

I have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  inspection  service  at  the  large  factory 
abattoir  in  your  area.  As  you  will  see  from  the  following  tables,  over  two 
hundred  tons  of  meat  had  to  be  destroyed  during  the  year  owing  to  animal 
disease,  and  various  causes.  This  amount  may  appear  very  high,  but  it  must 
be  noted  that  the  number  of  animals  passing  into  this  abattoir,  and  the  amount 
of  imported  meat  coming  in,  is  greater  than  ever,  and  has  long  passed  the 
highest  peak  years  of  the  pre-war  era. 

The  percentage  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  still  remains  too  high,  and  there 
are  still  no  tuberculosis-free  counties  in  England  as  there  are  in  Scotland  and 
Wales.  Parasites  such  as  the  liver  fluke,  although  popularly  supposed  to  be 
most  common  in  sheep,  were  responsible  for  more  damage  in  cattle  than  sheep 
livers.  One  or  two  cancerous  conditions  were  found  in  both  sheep  and  pigs,  and  in 
comparatively  young  animals  at  that. 

Of  the  more  important  contagious  diseases  of  animals,  only  swine  fever 
was  encountered:  there  being  no  cases  of  Anthrax  or  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 
During  the  year  help  was  given  to  various  Research  Institutions,  etc.,  including 
the  Universities  of  Cambridge,  Liverpool,  London,  Birmingham,  and  Edin- 
burgh, by  supplying  material  and  information  upon  various  diseases. 

The  two  Veterinary  Surgeons  are  most  grateful  for  the  help  they  have 
received  from  all  concerned  at  the  abattoir,  without  which  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  to  have  dealt  with  such  a large  livestock  population. 

The  following  tables  give  a complete  picture  of  the  work  done  in  Meat 
Inspection  by  the  Veterinary  Officers  concerned. 


SHEEP.  Parts  condemned  with  diseases 
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Incidence  of  diseased  meat  as  shown  in  percentages 


PIGS 

SHEEP 

Pleurisv  and  Pneumonia 

8.0% 

Meulleriasis 

14.0% 

Congestion 

6.0% 

Faseioliasis 

9.0% 

Hydronephrosis 

6.0% 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

4.0% 

Tuberculosis 

3.0% 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

0.2% 

Cirrhosis  . . 

3.0% 

Empyaema 

0.05% 

Pericarditis 

2.0% 

Pericarditis 

0.05% 

Fatty  Infiltration  of  Liver 

2.0% 

Abscess  . . 

0.04% 

Peritonitis 

2.0% 

Bruising  . . 

0.03% 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

1.0% 

Fatty  Infiltration,  liver.  . 

0.02% 

Abscess  . . 

0.0-1% 

Arthritis  . . 

0.01% 

Fimpyaema 

0.03% 

Pyaemia  . . 

0.01% 

Bone  fractures  . . 

0.02% 

Congestion 

0.004% 

Strongylosis 

0.01% 

Entero-toxaemia 

0.004% 

Swine  Erysipelas 

0.01% 

Oedema  . . 

0.004% 

Pyaemia  . . 

0.01% 

Melanosis 

0.004% 

Ascarides  Suis  . . 

0.01% 

Mastitis  . . 

0.004% 

Swine  Fever 

0.007% 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0.004% 

Jaundice 

0.005% 

Sarcomata 

0.004% 

Arthritis  . . 

0.004% 

Dead  in  transit  . . 

0.03% 

Septicaemia 

0.004% 

Bruising  . . 

0.004% 

Contamination  . . 

0.004% 

Pigmentation 

0.004% 

Haemangioma  . . 

0.002%  • 

Endocarditis 

0 . 002  % 

Paratyphoid 

0.002% 

Hepatitis 

0.001% 

(xangrene 

0.001  % 

Enteritis 

0 . 001  % 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0.0009% 

Nephritis 

0.0006% 

I.ympho-sarcomata 

0 . 0006  % 

Strangulation  of  spleen  . . 

0.0006% 

Uraemia  . . 

0 . 0006  % 

Decomposition  . . 

0.0006% 

Transit  erythema 

0.0003% 

Hernia 

0.0003% 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

0.0003% 

Faseioliasis 

0.0003^0 

\"ariola  suis 

0.0003% 

Dead  in  lairage  . . 

0.008% 

Dead  in  transit  . . 

0.05% 

Incidence  of  diseased  meat  as  shown  in  percentages 


CALVES 

CATTLE 

IMeurisy  and  Pneumonia 

0.3% 

Fascioliasis 

23.0% 

Pericarditis 

0.2% 

Tuberculosis 

12.0% 

vSej)tieaemia 

0.2% 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

8.0% 

Contamination  . . 

0.1% 

Peritonitis 

2.0% 

Priiisin^y  . . 

0.1% 

Haemangioma  . . 

2.0% 

Tnberenlosis 

0.07% 

Mastitis  . . 

2.0% 

Abscess  . . 

0.07% 

Pericarditis 

1 .0% 

\e})hritis 

0.07% 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

0.6% 

Decomposition  . . 

0.07% 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

0.6% 

Oedema  . . 

0.07% 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

0.6% 

Fractures 

0.07% 

Actinobacillosis  . . 

0.4% 

Dead  in  transit  . . 

0.1% 

Bruising  . . 

0.4% 

Abscess  , . 

0.3% 

Fatty  Infiltration 

0.2% 

Fiinaciation  and  oedema 

0.2% 

Fat  necrosis 

0.08% 

Necrosis  . . 

0.06% 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0.02% 

Pyaemia  . . 

0.02% 

Johne’s  disease  . . 

0.02% 

Lipomata 

0.02% 

0-^0 


TABLE  VI 


Post-mortem  examination  of  animals  having  died  a natural  death: 


Cause  of  death 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 



I 

1 

94 

Impaetion  and  Toxaemia 

— 

— 

7 ! 

26 

Internal  haemorrhage 

— 

— 

1 

19 

Syneope 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Intussusception 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Ascarides  suis  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Swine  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pericarditis  (traumatic) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  (endocarditis) 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Empyaema 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Bruising  and  haemorrhage 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Total 

I 

2 

9 

202 

TABLE  VII 

Weight  of  condemned  meat,  etc. 


Imported 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Frozen  beef  . . 

16 

2 

16 

— 

Frozen  pork 

— 

— 

18 

— 

Bacon 

— 

2 

2 

21 

— 

Ham 

1 

— 

— 

20 

7 

Pork  Sausage 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

Jellied  Veal  . . 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

Calves’  tongues 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Minced  beef  loaf 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Corned  beef 

— 

— 

1 

9 

12 

Corned  mutton 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Ox  tongues  . . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

18 

— 

Luncheon  meat 

— 

— 

— 

17 

8 

Pork  Brawn 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Cherries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

141 

1 

1 



13 

91 

Home  killed: 

Beef  . . 

48 

12 

1 

11 

8 

Veal 

— 

4 

1 

14 

8 

Mutton 

5 

6 

1 

26 

6 

Pork 

170 

16 

1 

16 

6 

Total  weights 

226 

— 

2 

26 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1953 


TABLE  VIII 

CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1953 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1-2 

3-4 

^9 

10-14 

15-24 

25 

and 

over 

Age 

un- 

known 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

— 

1 

7 

26 

2 

2 

1 

— 

39 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

40 

47 

42 

— 

— 

1 

— 

148 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

Xon-Paralytic . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  . . 

32 

197 

234 

407 

5 

3 

1 

— 

879 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

— 

5 

— 

1 

7 

— 

17 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

7 

3 

— 

2 

4 

— 

16 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

53 

242 

295 

486 

7 

11 

1 

17 

— 

1111 

! 

NOTE: — Diseases  against  whieh  no  Notifieations  have  been  received  are 
EXCIA^DED  from  the  above  table. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1953 

Diphtheria 

4 notifications  were  received  during  the  year,  of  which  two  proved  to  be 
incorrect.  The  two  confirmed  cases  give  an  attack  rate  of  0.04  per  1,000 
population  as  compared  with  0.01  for  towns  of  comparable  size. 

It  is  regretted,  however,  that  one  death  from  Diphtheria  has  to  be  rc])ortcd. 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  by  Doctors  in  the  area,  and  routine 
immunisation,  or  re-immunisation  of  entrants  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
Schools,  while  younger  children  have  been  dealt  with  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
of  the  County  Council. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  14<S  notifications  as  compared  with  224  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  notification  rate  of  3.02  per  1,000  population  compares  with  3.58  for  the 
Lountry  as  a whole. 

As  mentioned  previously,  inoculation  against  this  disease  is  now  established. 

Scarlet  Fever 


There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  received:  39 
during  the  period  under  review  as  against  46  for  the  previous  vear.  The 
notification  rate  is  0.80  per  1,000  population  which  compares  with  0.94  for 
1952  and  1.39  for  the  whole  Country.  No  deaths  occurred. 


Pneumonia 


17  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year, 
rate  is  0.35  compared  with  0 . 84  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 


The  notification 


Erysipelas 


4 cases  were  notified  giving  a rate  of  0.08  per  1,000  population  as  com- 
pared with  0.14  for  the  Country  as  a whole  and  0.13  for  towns  of  comparable 


Measles 

879  notifications  for  Measles  occurred  during  the  year.  The  notification 
population.  This  shows  a sharp  increase  over  the  period 
ot  1952.  fortunately  there  was  only  one  death. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  notifications  of  Food  Poisoning  were  received  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis 

Of  the  two  notifications  received,  one  proved  to  be  incorrect.  The  one 
confirmed  cases  gives  a notification  rate  of  0 . 02  per  1,000  population.  A follow 
up  of  this  case  has  revealed  that  recovery  has  been  almost  complete. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  giving  a notification  rate  of 
3.77  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  This  compares  favourably  with  12.46 
for  towns  of  similar  size. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

One  notification  was  received  giving  a rate  of  1.29  per  1,000  live  births. 
Meningococcal  Infection 

A r iiotification  was  received  giving  a rate  of  0.02  per  1,000  population. 
A follow-up  of  this  case  revealed  that  there  was  complete  recovery. 

Dysentery 

16  cases  of  Dysentery  w^ere  notified  during  the  year.  The  notification 
rate  is  0.33.  These  cases  were  mild,  and  the  condition  resolved  itself  in 
approximately  a week.  The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications 

The  notihcatioiis  for  the  year  are  81  as  compared  with  57  for  the  year  1952. 
This  increase  is  primarily  due  to  mass  radiography  inspection  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  where  19  new  cases  were  discovered.  None  of  these  cases  were  aware  of 
tlie  fact  that  they  had  tuberculous  infection,  and  this  early  recognition  has 
ensured  that  treatment  in  the  early  stages  has  been  established,  thereby 
ensuring  that  every  opportunity  will  be  available  for  effecting  a cure,  and 
controlling  the  spread  of  infection  from  these  cases. 

Re-housing 

16  families  have  been  re-housed.  This  re-housing  of  tuberculous  patients 
will  undoubtedly  help  in  the  improvement  of  these  families  and  diminish  the 
prospect  of  cross  infection. 

Deaths 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  there  is  a marked  reduction  in  the 
deaths  from  tuberculosis.  In  1952  there  were  20  deaths  as  compared  with  13 
during  1953. 

TABLE  IX 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  Regis- 
ter at  the  1st  January, 
1953  

206 

47 

204 

58 

515 

New  Notifications  1953 

36 

1 

26 

3 

66 

Number  restored  to 
Register  having  been 
removed  previously 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  for- 
mal notification 

6 

1 

6 

13 

Number  removed  from 
Register  1953  (Due  to 
Recovery,  Death  or 
Outward  Transfer)  .... 

14 

1 

23 

1 

39 

Number  on  Register 
31st  December,  1953 

235 

1 

48 

1 

214 

60 

557 

AGE  AND  SEX  OF  NEW  CASES,  DEATHS,  AND  RECOVERIES  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1953 
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TABLE  XI 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications  for  the  following  Years: 


Year 

Population 

Ma 

les 

Fem 

ales 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1935 

45,190 

34 

8 

30 

6 

78 

193(5 

45,490 

34 

14 

18 

9 

75 

1937 

45,880 

34 

9 

26 

11 

80 

1938 

40,3(50 

23 

8 

18 

4 

53 

1939 

46,300 

26 

3 

21 

3 

53 

1940 

44,340 

29 

6 

19 

5 

59 

1941 

45,000 

33 

5 

20 

4 

62 

1942 

45,000 

28 

3 

19 

3 

53 

1943 

45,000 

29 

3 

18 

5 

55 

1944 

44,500 

24 

5 

31 

1 

61 

1945 

44,410 

31 

4 

21 

5 

61 

194(5 

40,190 

26 

4 

37 

7 

74 

1947 

47,060 

26 

4 

30 

6 

66 

1948 

48,250 

21 

3 

25 

3 

52 

1949 

48,490 

34  . 

1 

25 

3 

63 

1950 

48,900 

30 

2 

21 

2 

55 

1951 

48,690 

39 

— 

26 

5 

70 

1952 

48,730 

26 

2 

22 

7 

57 

1953 

48,970 

43 

2 

33 

3 

81 

TABLE  XIa 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  for  each  of  the  following  years: 


Year 

Population 

Ma 

les 

Fem 

ales 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1935 

45,190 

11 

3 

19 

3 

36 

1936 

45,490 

16 

5 

9 

5 

35 

1937 

45,880 

22 

2 

3 

4 

31 

1938 

46,360 

27 

2 

5 

1 

35 

1939 

46,360 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

31 

1940 

44,340 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

34 

1941 

45,()()() 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

1942 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

1943 

45,000 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

39 

1944 

44,500 

19 

1 

9 

3 

32 

1945 

44,410 

13 

1 

17 

2 

33 

1946 

46,190 

17 

2 

16 

1 

36 

1947 

47,060 

9 

2 

17 

1 

29 

1948 

48,250 

12 

— 

15 

1 

28 

1949 

48,490 

17 

5 

16 

3 

41 

1950 

48,900 

9 

1 

8 

3 

21 

1951 

48,690 

15 

1 

8 

1 

25 

1952 

48,730 

10 

1 

9 

— 

20 

1953 

48,970 

6 

1 

4 

2 

13 

Year 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


28 


TABLE  XII 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  (Cancer) 


Population 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Per  cent  of 
total  Deaths 

45,190 

18 

33 

51 

10.39 

45,490 

30 

24 

54 

11.38 

45,880 

29 

31 

60 

11.67 

46,360 

32 

39 

71 

14.64 

46,360 

26 

28 

54 

10.65 

44,340 

35 

30 

65 

10.36 

45,000 

45 

28  i 

73 

13.51 

45,000 

44 

25 

69 

14.28 

45,000 

29 

30  ' 

59 

11.24 

44,500 

41 

43 

84 

17.00 

44,410 

30 

38 

68 

12.64 

46,190 

30 

32 

62 

12.58 

47,060 

31 

47 

78 

15.00 

48,250 

41 

38 

79 

16.99 

48,490 

41 

37 

78 

13.85 

48,900 

59 

30 

89 

15.61 

48,690 

46 

33 

79 

13.62 

48,730 

41 

34 

75 

14.76 

48,970 

39 

28 

67 

14.63 

TABLE  Xlir 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  Cancer  and  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  for  each  of  the  following  years: 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


I present  a report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  my  Department  during  1953. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  report  that  considerable  improvement  did  take 
place  regarding  smoke  abatement,  and  I feel  sure  that  the  meeting  with 
representatives  of  certain  Trade  Associations  had  an  important  bearing  upon 
this.  Whilst  the  tendency  is  for  the  abatement  of  black  smoke,  there  still 
remains  the  more  difficult  problem  of  gases,  such  as  sulphur  dioxide  which  are 
emitted  as  the  result  of  fuel  combustion. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Act  has  continued  on  a restricted  scale,  but  I 
feel  that  the  time  is  rapidly  arriving  when  more  positive  progress  should  be 
made,  for  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  in  touch  with  housing  that  included  in  the 
applicants  for  houses  are  numbers  who  reside  in  unfit  houses  and  have  done  so 
for  many  years  who  now  deserve  something  better.  Furthermore,  it  is  necessary 
to  prevent  the  re-letting  of  these  houses  when  tenants  are  re-housed. 

The  first  clearance  Area  made  since  the  war  was  confirmed,  and  I hope 
this  will  be  the  first  of  many  similar  areas  required  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  next 
three  or  four  years. 

One  point  needing  emphasis,  is  the  amount  of  derelict  land  within  the 
Urban  District  which  requires  to  be  developed  for  housing  or  other  purposes. 

Under  the  Section  dealing  with  Food  and  Drugs,  it  will  be  seen  that  much 
progress  was  made  in  relation  to  clean  food,  and  it  does  show  that  when 
sufficient  staff*  is  available,  action  is  rapid. 

There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the  year,  and  I again  acknowledge  the 
services  of  my  Deputy,  the  District  Inspectors  and  the  Clerical  Staff. 

To  the  manual  workers  also  my  acknowledgment  of  services  rendered. 
Whilst  public  cleansing  work,  particularly  refuse  collection  is  not  classified  as 
‘skilled’  the  work  is  heavy  and  laborious,  and  it  should  be  realised  that  these 
workers  have  to  work  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  are  denied  the  shelter  of  a 
warm  rain-proof  factory  with  modern  facilities  such  as  provided  by  industrial 
concerns. 

My  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  support,  also  to  all  Chief  Officers  for  their  co-operation. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Complaints 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  were  437  as  compared  with  411 
in  1952;  213  related  to  stoppages  in  drains.  According  to  the  policy  of  the 
('oimcil,  a workman  from  this  Department  attends  to  all  drain  stoppages, 
by  so  doing,  any  nuisance  due  to  stoppage  is  dealt  with  immediately.  No 
charge  is  made  for  this  services. 


Drain  stoppages  . . . . . . . . . . 213 

General  defects  to  houses  . . . . . . 149 

Offensive  odours  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Insect  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Roadside  caravan  dwellers  . . . . . . 2 

Pigkeeping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 25 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Smoke 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  one  Inspector  who  holds  the  qualifications 
as  a Smoke  Inspector  was  seconded  for  industrial  pollution  work. 

The  Council  will  recollect  the  discussions  which  had  taken  place  the 
})revious  year  with  the  Fireclay  and  Brick  Industries  when  the  question  of 
applying  a Byelaw  was  considered.  The  matter  was  deferred  with  a view  to 
giving  the  Industrialists  who  objected  to  the  Order,  an  opportunity  of  co- 
operating. The  result  of  observations  and  visits  showed  that  the  promises 
made  were  implemented  and  by  more  careful  and  frequent  firing  of  the  various 
types  of  kilns  there  was  a considerable  reduction  in  smoke;  in  addition,  one 
set  of  automatic  stokers  has  been  provided  to  one  kiln;  but,  while  the  smoke 
from  the  several  works  manufacturing  blue  bricks  has  been  reduced,  more 
improvement  remains  to  be  made. 

The  nuisance  which  existed  at  a large  steel  plant  due  to  the  emission  of 
smoke  and  grit  has  now  entirely  ceased  as  the  whole  of  the  power  is  supplied 
by  electricity  with  the  consequent  removal  of  the  large  battery  of  Lancashire 
Boilers  and  the  demolition  of  the  stack.  This  has  been  a land  mark  for  many 
years  with  its  large  plume  of  black  smoke.  When  this  battery  of  boilers  was 
under  full  steam,  the  amount  of  coal  consumed  was  between  45,000  and  50,000 
tons  per  annum.  Tliis  is  e(]ual  to  the  total  amount  of  coal  consumed  in  all  the 
houses  in  this  l^rban  District  in  a year. 

As  the  result  of  visits  and  advice  given  by  the  Inspector,  there  has  been  a 
considerable  improvement  from  smoke  emissions,  particularly  from  industrial 
premises;  but,  even  with  the  provision  of  the  various  apparatus,  these  can 
only  serve  tlieir  proj^er  pur):)ose  when  they  arc  proj^erly  managed. 
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Industrial  Gases 

In  the  report  for  1952,  reference  was  made  to  the  nuisance  arisins’  from 
gases  from  open  hearth  furnaces  which  were  discharging  at  a low  level  via 
waste  heat  boilers,  and  it  was  reported  that  the  works  concerned  had  agreed 
to  undertake  certain  reconstruction.  By  the  end  of  the  vear,  the  work  on  four 
furnaces  had  been  completed  and  it  is  hoped  that  whei/the  fifth  is  dealt  with, 
the  complaints  from  this  direction  will  cease.  The  cost  to  the  Companv  has 
been  considerable,  but  it  does  show  that  at  least  some  Industrial  conceri'is  are 
prepared  to  co-operate,  realising  that  people  do  have  to  live  near  to  factories. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  a number  of  cupolas  at  foundries 
by  the  fitting  of  grit  arrestors  and  during  the  year  no  complaints  have  been 
received  m this  direction;  although  at  one  foundrv  there  were  complaints  of 
dust  from  grinding  machines.  This  is  to  be  dealt  with  bv  the  installation  of  a 
washer  filter  instead  of  bag  filters  now  in  use.  At  a Tinplate  Works,  there  was 
a complaint  of  dust;  this  was  due  to  the  cyclones  being  insufficient  to  deal  with 
the  finer  particles  of  dust.  Modifications  have  been  carried  out  and  no  further 
complaints  have  arisen. 

The  six  Lead  Peroxide  stations  have  continued  in  use  during  the  vear  and 
the  results  are  detailed  in  Table  No.  1.  The  ^ olumetric  Apparatus  is  still  in 
use;  the  results  are  shown  in  Table  II. 


TABLE  I 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  SO2  RECORDERS 

Results  as  Mg.  of  SOa/Day  collected  by  100  sq.  cm. 


Station  Number 


1953 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

January 

1 

.77 

1 

.59 

1.48 

1 

. 58 

1 

.83 

1 

.10 

February 

1 

.80 

1 

.32 

1.39 

1 

.40 

1 

.58 

1 

.35 

March 

1 

.59 

1 

.44 

1.68 

1 

.46 

1 

.88 

1 

. 55 

April 

1 

.99 

1 

.00 

1.51 

.74 

1 

.27 

.82 

May  . . 

1 

.84 

.78 

.96 

.73 

1 

.18 

. 56 

June 

.91 

.91 

1.21 

.73 

1 

.10 

.72 

July  . . 

1 

.20 

I 

.67 

.67 

1 

.00 

.73 

.41 

August 

1 

.08 

1 

.59 

. 59 

.85 

.68 

.31 

September  . . 

1 

.08 

1 1 

.06 

1.21 

1 

.06 

. 56 

1 

.17 

October 

1 

.64 

1 1 

.40 

1.63  ! 

1 

.31 

1 

.10 

1 

. 77 

November  . . 

1 

.03 

1 

.20 

1.07 

.84 

.80 

1 

.03 

December  . . 

2 

.33 

1 

. 85 

1.95 

2 

.10 

1 

.67 

2 

.07 

Yearly  Average: 

1953  . . 

1 

. 35 

1 

.15 

1.30 

1 

.15 

1 

.20 

1 

.07 

1952 

1 

1 

. 58 

1 

.40 

1.59 

1 

.32 

1, 

.74 

1, 

,11 

.‘iS 

TABLE  II 

CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
BY  VOLUMETRIC  APPARATUS 


Siuoke  expressed  as  milligrams  per  lOO  cubic  metres. 

Sulphur  Dioxide  expressed  as  parts  per  100  million  parts  of  air. 


1 953 

Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Average 

Mo7ithly 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Average 

January 

February  . . 

Mareh  . . . . .... 

April 

May  ..  ..  ;;  ;;  ;; 

June 

July  . . . . ; ; ; ; ; 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December  . . 

25.2 

17.4 

31 .2 

18.9 

13.2 

11  .4 

7.7 

5.9 

10.9 

19.4 
14.8 
21.7 

60 . 0 
37.6 
61.0 

47.4 

34.5 

21  .9 

22 . 2 

12.6 
22.7 
37.3 
32.0 
40.6 

5.3 

4.8 

9.8 

4.5 

4.3 

3.5 
3.0 
1.2 

2 . 2 

3.6 

2.7 

3.4 

12.0 

12.0 

14.6 

15.9 

24.5 

12.3 

19.4 
2.2 

6.1 

5.6 

6.1 

9.5 

Yearlv  Average 

1953  . . 

16.5 



4.0 

1952  

14.2 

— 

4.5 

— 

The  arrangements  previously  agreed  with  the  Surveyor  are  still  in  operation, 
where  extensions  to  works  are  contemplated.  All  plans  submitted  are  considered 
by  this  Department  to  ensure  that  an  efficient  type  of  boiler  plant  is  installed 
with  a view  to  elimination  of  smoke  and  industrial  gases.  This  co-operation 
has  again  proved  its  worth. 

Water  Supplies 

As  previously,  samples  were  taken  from  the  Public  Mains  Supply,  eight 
Chemical  and  eight  Bacteriological  being  submitted;  these  all  proved  satis- 
factory. Four  Chemical  and  25  Bacteriological  samples  were  submitted  from 
the  Borehole  serving  the  Kingfisher  Camping  Site;  all  were  satisfactory  with 
the  exception  of  two  which  did  show  a high  plate  count.  In  both  cases  after  the 
taps  had  been  changed,  satisfactory  samples  were  obtained. 

Swimming  Pool  Water 

One  C heniical  and  eleven  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the 
Summer  when  the  Pool  was  in  use;  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory!  In 


addition,  tests  were  made  by  the  Distriet  Inspeetor  with  the  Lovibond  Com- 
parator during  the  bathing  season. 

Sewage  Effluent 

Four  Chemieal  samples  were  submitted  from  the  Couneil’s  Sewage  Farm, 
effluent  from  whieh  is  diseharged  into  the  River  Stour.  All  the  samples  were 
reported  as  being  satisfaetory. 


Rivers  Pollution 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a streteh  of  the  eanal  in  whieh  dead 
fish  were  found.  The  water  showed  evidenee  of  industrial  pollution.  These 
reports  were  passed  on  to  the  Severn  River  Board  for  attention. 

A further  sample  of  water  from  the  Mill  Stream  at  Holbeaehe  was  taken. 
This  did  show  an  improvement  over  the  samples  taken  the  previous  year. 


Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

149  visits  were  made  to  eases  of  Infeetious  Disease;  34  houses  were 
disinfeeted. 

16  houses  dealt  with  for  the  elimination  of  bed  bugs  neeessitated  34 
sprayings  in  all. 


Moveable  Dwellings 


During  the  year  six  applieations  were  reeeived  for  lieenees  in  respeet  of 
individual  earavans;  two  were  refused  and  four  granted.  Below  is  a list  of  the 
lieenees  in  operation. 

NiDnber  of 
Licences  Vans 


Rear  of  May  View,  Thorns  Road,  Quarry  Bank 

The  Plantation,  Pensnett 

British  Legion  Club,  Kingswinford 

11,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford 

The  Farm,  7 Stallings  Lane,  Kingswinford 

112,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford 

Youth  Centre,  Cottage  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

The  Woodlands,  Cot  Lane,  Wordsley 

Kingfisher  C'amping  Ground 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 50 


Kingfisher  Camping  Site 

This  site  eontinues  to  attraet  a good  type  of  earavan  dweller;  in  many 
instanees  the  oeeupants  are  professional  people.  The  site,  whieh  is  well 
maintained,  provides  all  the  neeessary  sanitary  aeeommodation  for  the  sexes 
with  water  supply  and  washing  facilities. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  arose  between  the  site  owner  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  as  to  the  number  of  earavans  on  the  site,  the  contention 


of  tlie  Committee  being  that  the  licensed  number  was  exceeded,  but  the  Site 
Owner  contended  that  there  were  a number  of  unoccupied  caravans  being  stored. 
'Fhc  matter  was  eventually  resolved  by  the  removal  of  the  vans  in  question 
from  the  site,  then  the  number  of  150  occupied  caravans  complied  with  the 
licence. 


HOUSING  ACT  1936 


During  the  year  260  persons  were  rehoused  from  81  unfit  houses  into  82 
houses.  The  policy  of  allocating  20  per  cent  of  all  houses  available  for  letting 
for  persons  residing  in  unfit  houses  has  been  continued.  As  previously  stated 
the  difficulty  in  the  Quarry  Bank  area  still  exists  and  until  it  is  possible  to 
erect  houses  in  this  area,  it  is  very  difficult  to  rehouse  persons  who  reside  in 
unfit  houses  in  that  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  house  only  on  which  an  Order  under  this  Act 
is  operative  remained  open  under  the  Defence  Regulations. 

Section  11  (Demolition  Orders) 

27  Houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  and  25  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  on  the  following: 

Brierley  Htli. 

62  and  64,  Chapel  Street 

8,  10,  12  and  14,  Cottage  Street. 

85  (old  No.  6)  Delph  Road 
29,  Delph  Lane 
94,  Mill  Street 

198,  200,  202  and  204,  Moor  Street 
1 “J”  Court,  Parkes  Street 
5 “B”  Court,  South  Street. 

10,  Turk  Street. 


Pexsnett 

14  and  15,  Albert  Street 
35  and  36,  Bell  Street 
18,  19  and  20,  Church  Street 
97,  C’ommonsidc 

WORDSEEY 

54,  High  Street 

In  respect  of  the  other  two  houses  Undertakings  were  accepted;  in  the  one 
ease  to  convert  two  baek-to-back  houses  into  one  through  house,  i.e.,  216, 
Thorns  Road,  Quarry  Bank;  and  in  the  other  No.  14  Moor  Street,  Brierley  Hill, 
an  Undertaking  that  the  house  would  not  again  be  used  as  a separate  dwelling. 
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Section  12  (Closing  Orders) 

In  1951  a Closing  Order  was  made  in  respeet  of  No.  53  (formerly  39), 
Chapel  Street,  Pensnett  to  enable  two  houses  to  be  eonverted  into  one.  This 
work  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  Closing  Order  was  determined. 

Section  25  (Clearance  Areas) 

One  Clearance  Area  comprising  17  houses  was  represented  during  the  year 
and  the  Council  decided  in  this  case  to  make  a C'ompulsory  Purchase  Order. 
There  were  no  objections  and  the  Order  was  confirmed. 

Table  No.  3 shows  the  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  since  1930. 
The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  was  2,254;  of  these  1,896  have  been  demolished. 
The  number  of  persons  rehoused  was  8,586. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  60  houses  have  been  demolished  in  anticipation 
of  formal  action  and  from  these  191  persons  were  displaced,  making  the  total 
number  of  persons  rehoused  8,777. 

IVhen  one  considers  that  the  number  of  persons  rehoused  is  equal  to 
between  one-fifth  and  one-sixth  of  the  population,  it  does  show  that  the 
C'ouncil  have  been  fully  alive  to  their  responsibilities. 

The  neglect  of  house  j^roperties  during  the  War  period  and  the  present 
high  cost  of  repairs  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  reconstruct  a considerable 
number  of  houses;  these  will  all  require  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  next  few  years 
by  demolition,  the  tenants  to  be  rehoused.  In  the  near  future  areas  to  be 
dealt  with  under  Section  25  by  clearance  will  be  considered,  and  it  is  hoped 
the  Council  will  decide  to  compulsorily  secure  the  sites  and  redevelop.  This  is 
a most  important  step  in  the  development  of  the  district,  and  would  wipe  out 
a number  of  badly  arranged  and  planned  areas  with  narrow  streets. 

Overcrowding 

At  the  end  of  1952  there  were  28  eases  of  statutory  overcrowding  and  the 
position  to  date  is  set  out  in  the  following  table: 


Council 

Houses 

Private 

II  ouses 

Total 

At  the  end  of  1952 

14 

14 

28 

Cases  remedied 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

14 

10 

24 

Additional  eases 

1 

5 

6 

At  the  end  of  1953 

15 

15 

30 

The  time  is  now  rapidly  approaching  when  the  duties  of  I.oeal  Authorities 
to  deal  with  cases  of  overcrowding  as  defined  under  the  Housing  Act  should 
again  be  taken  in  hand  by  giving  special  consideration  to  families  living  in  these 
overcrowded  conditions. 
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Tlie  following  table  shows  that  there  were  84  eases  of  sex  overerowding 
at  the  end  of  1953: 


One 

Two 

Bedroom 

Bedroom 

Total 

Houses 

Houses 

At  the  end  of  1952 

19 

71 

90 

C’ases  abated 

5 

4 

9 

14 

67 

81 

New  eases  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Total  eases  31st  Deeember,  1953 

14 

70 

84 

HOUSING 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


All  food  })reniises  throughout  the  area  continue  to  be  supervised  and 
during  the  year  swabbing  of  glassware,  etc.  was  commenced;  in  all  761  swabs 
were  taken  68  samples  of  washing-up  water  and  27  samples  of  overspill  beer. 
These  were  all  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Stafford  and  the 
results  obtained  are  shown  in  Table  IV. 

The  result  of  all  this  work  undoubtedly  made  a considerable  impression 
on  the  food  traders  and  on  the  whole  there  was  practically  one  hundred  per 
cent  co-operation. 

In  addition  to  the  swabs,  })owder  dusting  was  carried  out  mainly  on 
crockery,  the  dusting  disclosing  whether  grease,  etc.  had  not  been  ])roperly 
removed  during  washing.  This  method  is  similar  to  that  used  by  the  Police 
for  finger  prints,  a black  or  white  powder  is  blown  on  to  the  articles  being 
examined,  and  then  dusted  off  with  a suitable  brush.  This  method  of  demon- 
strating the  cleanliness  of  crockery  was  particularly  useful  in  dealing  with 
persons  employed  in  the  kitchens.  In  view  of  the  large  number  of  meals  being 
served  to  school  children,  it  was  felt  that  in  some  cases  improvements  were 
necessary  at  various  places  where  the  food  was  prepared  and  cooked;  as  a 
eonsetpienee,  an  inspection  was  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Sanitary  Officer,  and  a report  submitted  on  the  various  recommendations 
necessary  to  meet  food  hygiene. 

Two  members  of  the  staff  attended  a Meeting  called  by  the  members  of 
the  Grocers’  Association,  when  a talk  was  given  on  the  implications  of  the 
food  bye-laws.  * 

As  a result  of  the  various  visits  and  swabs  at  Licensed  Houses,  the  Brierlev 
Hill  and  District  Licensed  Trade  Association  requested  a talk  on  the  bye-laws. 
This  was  given  at  a quarterly  meeting  of  the  Association  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
and  was  very  well  received.  Members  were  invited  to  put  questions  which  were 
dealt  with,  and  the  discussion  which  ensued  was  helpful  to  all  concerned. 

The  number  of  defects  dealt  with  at  licensed  premises  was  considerable, 
and  representations  by  this  Department  led  to  the  installation  of  constant  hot 
water  for  the  washing  of  glasses  in  44  licensed  houses. 

The  number  of  food  premises  under  supervision  to  which  the  bye-laws 
apply  are  made  up  as  follows: 

480  Footl  Shops 
19  Cafes 
24  Canteens 
158  Licensed  Premises 

The  policy  of  centralised  slaughtering  was  continued  and  5,708  pigs  were 
notified  for  slaughter  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  and 
examined  at  the  two  Bacon  Factories  still  operating  under  my  supervision. 
In  addition,  the  carcases  of  1 14  pigs  were  inspected  at  other  premises. 


TABLE  IV 
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5,822 

5,822 


The  tollowiiig  tables  give  details  of  all  whole  carcases  and  organs  unfit 
for  human  consumption: 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . . . , . . . . 1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  . . 363 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease 

other  than  Tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  6.25% 


Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  . . 179 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  Tuber- 

eulosis 

..  3.18% 

Carcases,  or  Parts,  and  Offai-s  Condemned 

Carcases 

7 

Heads  . . . . . . . . 

167 

Collars 

2 

Hearts 

133 

Lungs  (set  of) 

203 

Livers  . . 

224 

Spleens 

13 

Stomachs 

9 

Intestines 

8 

Weight  of  Meat 

Condemned 

Diseases 

in  lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

2,977 

Other  . . . . 

1,311 

4,288 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned:  1 ton,  18  cwts.,  1 cp\,  4 lbs. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  six  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  area;  three  are  at  bacon 
factories  and  three  have  been  licensed  to  provide  for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers’ 
pigs.  One  Cash  Captive  Bolt  Pistol  for  use  in  the  humane  slaughtering  of 
cottagers  pigs  is  available  and  is  loaned  out  to  slaughtermen  when  dealing 
with  pigs  on  cottagers’  premises. 
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Other  Foods  Condemned 

Apples  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Apricots  (Tins  and  Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Bacon  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14j 

Bananas  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Beans  in  Tomato  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Bilberries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Blackcurrants  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Carrots  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Cheese  (lbs.)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Cherries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 177 

Coconut  (Pkts.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Cream  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Damsons  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Fish — Various  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 133 

Fruit  Salad  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Fudge  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 

Gooseberries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Grapefruit  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Greengages  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Ham  (Tinned  in  lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . 324 

Macedoines  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Meat,  various  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 148 

Milk  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240 

Mustard  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Peas  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 

Peaches  (Tins)  . . ....  . . . . . . 26 

Pears  (Tins)  . . . . . . ! . . . . . 63 

Pickles  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Pineapple  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Plums  (Tins)  149 

Pork,  pressed  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . 8J 

Preserves  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Prunes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Puddings  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . • 

Rabbit  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Sandwich  Spread  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Sausages  (Tinned  and  loose)  . . . . . . . . 37 

Soup  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Spaghetti  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Strawberries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Sweets  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Sweetmeats,  assorted  novelties  . . . . . . . . 1,364 

Tomatoes  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Tomatoes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 246 

Tomato  Sauce  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tongue  (Tinned  in  lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . 84 
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Summary  of  Articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and 

the  Results  of  the  Analyses 


Article  Analysed 

Total  Samples 

Gem 

line 

Non  Genuine 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Almonds,  Ground  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



Almond  Joy 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

liutter 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hotter  Scotch 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Hicarbonate  of  Soda 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Hotter  Drops 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Hlanc  Mange  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

■ — • 

— 

Hlaekcorrant  and  Aniseed  Coogh 
Halsain 

1 

1 

liorax 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese 

— 

1 

■ — . 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  (Tinned) 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

,,  Synthetic 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Candied  Peels 

■ — • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chest  and  lAing  Mixture  . . 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

Cherries,  Glace 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— • 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

1 

. — . 

— 

— 

Cornfloor 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Crab,  Dressed 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

■ — • 

Fish  Paste  . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Floor — Self-raising 

— 

1 

— 

1 

■ — ■ 

— 

,,  Sweetened  . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Froit  Lollipops 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Froit  Salad  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Froit  Saoce  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(iinger  Wine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(ioms.  Medicated  . . 

• — • 

1 

■ — ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Herbal  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Horse  Radish  Saoce 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Hoskoids 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

Ice  Cream  . . 

10 

— 

7 

— 

3 

— 

Ice  Lollies  . . 

— 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Jam 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

.Jelly,  Table 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cord 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Sqoash  Crystals 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Magic  Powders 

- — ■ 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

Milk 

50 

12 

56 

12 

- — 

— 

Mincemeat  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Materials  for  Lollie-making 

— ■ 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Xihh-it  Savoory  Straws  . . 

— 

1 

■ — - 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Harley  Crystals  with  Ghi- 
cose  and  Red  Hone  Marrow  , . 

1 

1 

Oil  of  Peppermint  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

l*arrish’s  Food 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Polony 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pork  13ripping 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Po])corns 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Paneake  Mixtore  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— - 

Peas,  dried  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Potato  Crisps 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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Article  Analysed 

Total  Samples 

1 

Genuine 

Non  Genuine 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing  with 
Shredded  Suet 

1 

1 

Sausage  with  preservatives 

1 

1 

Sherbert  Suckers  . . 



] 

1 

Soft  Drink  Tablets 

2 



2 

Spearmint  Chew 

— 

1 



1 

Suet,  Shredded  Beef 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Tomato  Chutney  . . 



1 

1 

3 

Tomato  Ketchup  . . 



3 



Vintegg 



1 



Vironita 

— 

1 



1 

Veal  and  Ham  Meat  Paste 



1 



] 

Vinegar,  Pure  Malt 



1 



] 

Vitorange  Tablets  . . 



1 



1 

Vitamin  A and  D Cajisules 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

72 

88 

09 

80 

3 

2 

Orange  Barley  Crystals  with  Glucose  and  Red  Bone  Marrow 

An  informal  sample  was  taken  and  the  analyst  reported  that  the  Red 
Bone  Marrow  eontent  was  insignifieant.  This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
Manufacturers  and  agreement  was  reached  that  the  label  attached  to  the 
product  would  be  corrected. 


Sherbert  Suckers 

1 he  report  on  this  informal  sample  showed  that  there  was  an  infringement 
of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953  as  Glucose  was  shown  in  the  wrong  order 
on  the  label.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  print  on  the  bags  had 
not  been  changed  since  sugar  had  become  available. 

Ice  Cream 

Of  the  10  Formal  samples  taken  from  manufacturers  in  the  District,  two 
were  deficmnt  in  Non-Fatty  Solids,  by  33.3%,  and  IS.3%  and  a third  was 
20%  deficient  in  Fat.  In  each  case  the  explanations  were  not  satisfactory 
and  proceedings  were  taken  under  Article  (1)  of  the  Food  Standards  (General) 
Provisions)  Order,  1944  and  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order,  1953. 


Section  14 

Registration  was  granted  for  the  business  of  one  fish  frier;  the  total  number 
of  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Fish  Friers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 28 

For  manufaeture  of  Potted,  Pressed,  Preserved  or  Pickled  Foods  . . 15 
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Section  34 

Five  premises  are  registered  under  this  Seetion  of  the  Aet  for  earrying 
out  the  business  of  Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine. 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 


S u p } ) 1 e m e n t ar y L ie  e n e es — 
Tubereulin  Tested 

Dealers’  Lieenees — 


Tubereulin  Tested 

<S 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  (PASTEURISED  AND 

STERILISED  MILK) 

REGULATIONS,  1949 

Supplementary  Licences — 

Pasteurised 

8 

Sterilised 

9 

Dealers’  Licences — 

Pasteurised 

9 

Sterilised 

7 

Retailing  Shopkeepers  (Sterilised) 

164 

MILK  SAMPLING  RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  1953 


4G 


Unoraded 
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ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  Etc.)  REGULATIONS,  1947 


THE  FOOD  STANDARDS  (ICE-CREAM)  ORDER,  1951 

Manufacturers  in  the  District: 

Ice-Cream — 

Heat  Treated  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Complete  Cold  Mix  . . . . . . . . 5 

— 10 

Fruit  Lollies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Total  . . . . 28 

Retailers — Storage  and  Sale,  the  majority  of  whom  retail 
wrapped  ice-cream  only — 

Premises  registered  at  31st  December,  1952  . . 126 

Premises  registered  during  1953  . . . . . . 10 

136 

Registrations  cancelled  during  the  year  ....  1 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1953  . . 135 


92  Samples  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  the  results  were 
as  follows: 


Type 
of  Mix 

; ^^0.  of 

Sam])les 
Submitted 

GRADES 

\ 1 

1 

1 2 

3 

4 

Produced  within 
the 

l^rban  District 

Heat  Treated 

19 

16 

2 

! 

1 

Complete  Cold 

8 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Produced  outside 

Heat  Treated 

65 

1 

51 

, 8 

2 ; 

4 

TOTAL 

92  i 

73 

11 

1 

3 

5 

As  seen  from  the  above  table  the  majority  of  the  Ice-Cream  samples  sub- 
mitted fall  in  Grades  I and  2;  in  fact,  91  per  cent.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
and  shows  a distinct  improvement  over  the  previous  year. 


Ice  Lollies 


113  Samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  The  results  are  as  detailed 
below. 


No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

PLATE  COUNT  PER  C.C. 

B.  COLI  CONTENT 

1 

Sterile 

Under  ! 100  to 
100  1 1,000 

Over 
1,000  , 

Nil  in 

1 0.3  e.c. 

Present  in 
0.3  e.e. 

113 

19 

82  7 

5 

103 

10 
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Synthetic  Cream 

45  of  the  54  samples  forwarded  for  Baeteriologieal  examination  were 
satisfactory.  5 of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  a bakery  follow- 
ing the  result  on  a cream  cake  purchased  from  a shop.  In  consequence  two 
tins  of  the  powder  in  stock  were  returned  to  the  manufacturer.  Follow-up 
samples  against  the  other  four  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspeetions 

Oceupiers 

Proseeuted 

Factories — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

214 

105 

Nil 

Without  Mechanical  Power 

11 

1 

1 

Nil 

Total  .... 

225 

105 

1 Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  q 

f Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
iL'hich  Prose- 
cutions were 
Instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Kemedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  II. M. 
Inspector 

>Vant  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 







Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insuflicient 

3 

4 

_ 

1 

_ 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

7 

14 

— 

2 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork) 

10 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

32 

30 

— 

4 

— 

10  Outworkers  lists  were  received  notifying  12  Outworkers. 

4 Notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  of  work  required 
to  Sanitary  Accommodation;  of  these  3 were  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

Prior  to  the  year  under  review  rodent  control  had  been  performed  by  a 
fulltime  female  operative,  and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  at  the  time  of  her 
resignation  the  numerical  strength  of  the  rodent  population  had  been  so 
seriously  undermined  that  it  was  possible  to  arrange  for  the  work  to  become 
a part-time  job  occupying  approximately  half  the  time  of  one  man. 

The  use  of  Warfarin  as  a poison  bait  was  continued  and  again  proved 
very  successful. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  contracts  were  held  in  respect  of  109  business 
premises,  17  of  these  had  no  sign  of  infestation  throughout  the  year,  while  in  a 
further  48  premises,  “no  takes”  were  recorded  after  the  first  quarterly  treat- 
ment. Slight  infestations  of  a sporadic  nature  were  present  in  other  cases. 
The  income  for  this  work  amounted  to  £327. 

Householders  are  well  aware  of  the  free  service  available  and  104  houses 
were  visited  as  compared  with  88  the  previous  year;  26  were  not  infested. 

Assistance  was  again  given  to  Amblecote  U.D.C. 

Advantage  was  taken  to  display  the  special  exhibit  provided  by  the 
Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  at 
the  Brierley  Hill  and  District  Traders’  Exhibition  held  at  Kingswinford  in  May. 
The  exhibit,  including  a film  show,  gave  information  as  to  the  species,  the 
damage  they  do  and  the  methods  of  control  adopted  by  the  Local  Authority. 
Demonstrators  were  in  attendance  and  much  interest  was  created. 


RATS  AND  MICE,  1953 


Premises  visited 

Number 

of 

visits 

Free 

of 

Infestation 

Treated  for  rats 

Treated  for  mice 

Holes 

Gassed 

Type 

Xo. 

No. 

Points 

baited 

No. 

Points 

baited 

Local  x\uthority  . . 

6 

67 

3 

4 

75 

2 

27 

31 

Dwelling  Houses  . . 

104 

331 

26 

55 

205 

23 

184 

37 

lousiness  Premises  . . 

109 

986 

17 

72 

4396 

22 

528 

25 

Amblecote  U.D.C. . . 

9 

71 

1 

6 

405 

4 

110 

50 

Total 

228 

14.55 

47 

137 

,5081 

51 

849 

143 

Sewers 

The  annual  testbaiting  of  manholes  in  various  parts  of  the  area  was 
carried  out  in  November.  Not  one  of  the  66  manholes  prebaited  revealed  a 
“take”  proving  for  the  second  consecutive  year  that  the  sewers  were  free 
from  infestation. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

9 applications  were  received  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  74  licensed 
slaughtermen  in  the  District. 
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SHOPS  ACT 

Details  of  the  shop  premises  on  the  register  are  as  follows: 

Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Other  Stiops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196 

laeensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  two  premises  which  upon  inspection 
were  found  to  be  suitable. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

The  premises  of  two  upholsterers  and  bedding  mannfaeturers  are  now 
registered  under  this  Act. 

Five  Samples  were  taken  for  examination  and  all  were  found  to  conform 
with  the  recpiirements  of  the  regulations. 

(2)  Woollen  Flock 
(2)  Feather  Filling 
(1)  Rag  Flock 

PETROLEUM  ACT 

118  Premises  are  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in  the  area,  the  total 
amount  licensed  being  90,663  gallons.  Licence  fees  amounted  to  £71  15s.  Od. 

3 Licences  covering  the  storage  of  6 tons,  2 cwts.  of  Calcium  Carbide  were 
issued;  the  fees  amounted  to  £l  15s.  Od. 


II.  J.  PARKER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1953 

Housing  Act  Inspections 

Re- 

Inspections 

Repairs  (Sec.  9) 

1 

4 

Demolition  (Sec.  11)  . . 

53 

493 

Closing  (See.  12) 

— 

1 

Clearance  Areas 

— 

32 

Other  Visits  . . 

112 

4 

Public  Health  Act 

Houses 

599 

1837 

Council  Houses 

13 

— 

Overcrowding 

179 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

77 

429 

Schools 

25 

— 

Camping  Sites,  Licensed 

15 

— . 

Cinemas 

7 

4 

Ri\  ers  Pollution 

13 

— 

Smoke  Abatement — 

Observations  and  Premises  visited 

243 

35 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Readings 

Public  Conveniences  . . 

274 

— 

47 

14 

Drainage  (Inspections) 

94 

62 

Drainage  Tests 

12 

— 

Cesspools 

9 

— 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies 

1 

— 

Ashes  Accommodation 

30 

15 

Accumulations 

8 

2 

Disinfestation 

18 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

149 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

8 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

55 

— 

Animals  or  Birds 

1 

— 

Factory  Act 

Factories 

105 

101 

Bake-houses  . . 

34 

1 

Outworkers 

18 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Market 

49 

14 

Food  Premises,  including  Ice-Cream  Retailers 

928 

122 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

175 

31 

Fish  Fryers 

51 

7 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers 

41 

4 

Meat  and  Food  Surrenders  . . 

84 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

30 

3 

Catering  Licences 

8 

1 

Food  Vehicles 

24 

9 

Be- 

Inspections  Inspections 

Bye-Laws 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . . . . . . . . 97  103 

Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22  29 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 246  — 

Shops  Act 18  19 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  . . . . . . 7 9 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951  2 — 

Building  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . — G 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc.  on  Property  . . 435  — 

Petroleum  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29  59 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . 104  32 


Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a result  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices 
served  (Work  actually  carried  out) 

Dwelling  Houses 


Roofs  repaired  . . 

House  briekwork  repointed 

Chimney  stacks  repointed 

Chimney  pots  provided  or  repaired  . . 

Defective  brickwork  of  walls  rebuilt  . . 

Dangerous  walls  rebuilt  or  repaired  . . 

Rainwater  spouting  repaired  or  renewed 

Horizontal  damp-proof  course  provided 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed 

Firegrates  repaired 

New  doors  provided 

Doors  and  door  frames  repaired 

Door  steps  repaired  or  renewed 

New  windows  provided 

Windows  repaired 

Sash  cords  renewed 

Top  sashes  of  windows  hung  . . 

Window  fasteners  pro\dded 
Windows  made  to  open 
Quarry  floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Living  room  floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Bedroom  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . 
Stairs  repaired  . . 

Verandah  repaired 
Miscellaneous 


108 

16 

7 

1 

3 

2 

49 

1 

3 

129 

11 

3 

15 

2 

6 

38 

42 

6 

1 

1 

2 

13 

9 

5 

1 

7 
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Wash-houses,  Water  Closets,  etc. 

Wash-house  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

IVash-house  doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 8 

\Vash-liouse  ehimneys  repointed  or  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . 4 

Wash-house  windows  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 6 

Wash-house  floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

\\hish-house  doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Ue})airs  to  sink  briekwork,  ete.  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  supply  provided  to  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Washing  boiler  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

llriekwork  of  washing  boiler  repaired  . . . . . . . . 6 

W ashing  furnaees  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 6 

Rainwater  spouting  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 8 

Water  Closet  walls  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

W ater  Closet  briekwork  re})ointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 2 

Water  Closet  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Water  Closet  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 1 

New  \^^ater  Closets  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  Closet  pans  provided  , . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Water  Closet  seats  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

\Vater  Closet  flush  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 33 

Leaking  Water  Closet  joints  repaired  . . . . . . . . 14 

Yards  or  paving  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Cellar  flaps  repaired  ...  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Drainage 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Inspection  chambers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

New  covers  provided  to  inspection  chambers  . . . . . . 6 

Waste  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Privy  converted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Cover  to  cesspool  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . ..  . . . . 7 

Food  Premises 

Food  protected  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Screens  })rovided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Structural  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Cleansing  and  redeeoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Hot  water  facilities  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Raising  of  outside  display  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Yards  cleaned  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Notices  in  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Dustbins  provided  and  covered  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Smoke  Abatement 

New  Boiler  Plant 


1 
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Shops  Act 

Forms  re(|uired  to  be  exhibited  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

Redecorated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Licensed  Premises 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Sanitary  accommodation  limewaslied  . . . . . . . . 3 

Notice  provided  in  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . 6 

Sanitary  accommodation  screened  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . . . . . 3 

W.C.s’  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Hot  Water  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

New  Sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] 

Sink  Waste  Pipe  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bar  Sinks  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Bar  Counter  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Beer  Pumps  repaired  or  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(dasses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Utensils  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Ventilated  Food  Store  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Cellar  Cills  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cellar  Floor  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Cellar  Pump  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Lead  Beer  Pipes  replaced  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Beer  Pipes  repaired  or  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Cellars  limewaslied  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

Cellar  Covers  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Pipe  Brush  jirovided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Drainage  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

^"entilators  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Extractor  Fan  provided  to  Bar  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(General  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Minor  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Premises  redecorated  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 25 

Yard  surface  paved  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

New  gullies  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Floor  covering  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Leaving  of  milk  bottles  on  highway  ceased  . . . . . . . . 3 

Churns  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Factories  and  Workshops 

P^actories  and  Workshops  limewaslied  . . . . . . . . 4 

New  sanitary  accommodation  built  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 
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Factories  and  Workshops — {continued) 

Water  Closets  or  Urinals  limewashecl  . . . . . . . . II 

^Vater  Closets  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Miseellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G 

Bakehouses 

Bakehouses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  Nuisances 

C'aravans  removed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Piggeries  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . . . . 4 

Piggeries' demolished  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Petroleum  Act 

Disused  Petrol  Tanks  removed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Delivery  pipe  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Extinguishers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out 

Preliminary  Notices  and  housing  schedules  . . , . . . . 410 

Food  Bye-Law  Notices  . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 

Letters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1175 

Statutory  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1986 — 

Section  93  . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Section  39  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Section  269  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

Section  11(1)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Section  11  (4)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Section  12  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Section  12  (1b)  . . . . . . . . . . ....  1 

Section  168  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Legal  Proceedings 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — (Sec.  9) 

For  selling  a Sausage  Roll  intended 

for  food,  but  unfit  for  human  eon-  Pdned  £20  and  £4  4s.  9d. 
sumption  . . . . . . . . Costs. 

Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order  1953 — 

lec-Crcam  deficient  in  Solids-not-Fat  Registered  conviction,  each 
Case  1 — 33.3 deficient  ease  dismissed  on  payment 

Case  2 — 13.3%  deficient  of  £4  8s.  Od.  Costs. 

Ice-Cream  deficient  in  Fat  content  . . Fined  £l  and  £4  9s.  Od. 
20.0%  deficient  . . . . . . Costs. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1954. 

Staff 


Foreman 

1 

Male  Employees 

42 

Female  Employees 

6 

ie  are  employed  as  follows: 

Male 

Female 

Refuse  Collection 

22 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 

— 

Salvage 

4 

6 

Street  Cleansing 

8 

— 

(Adlies  and  Cesspools 

2 

— ' 

Depots,  Drains,  Public  Conv^enienees, 

Rodent  Control  . . 

5 

— 

Tlie  number  of  working  days  lost  by  all  employees,  through  sickness  or 
injuries,  was  543  against  951  for  1952. 

Vehicles 

The  vehicles  available  to  the  Department  are  listed  below. 

A new  Morris  Commercial  fitted  with  a 7 cu.  yard  body  was  delivered  in 
July  and  a Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  of  16/18  cu.  yards 
capacity  was  delivered  in  November,  both  were  replacements  for  vehicles 
purchased  in  1934. 

2 S.  & 1).  Freighters  (16-18  cubic  yards) 

2 S.  A D.  Freighters  (11  cubic  yards) 

1 S.  & D.  Freighter  (7  cubic  yards) 

1 S.  & D.  Gully-Cesspool  Emptier 

1 Morris  Commercial  (7  cubic  yards) 

2 Morris  Vans  (Paper  Collection) 

3 Ford  Vans  (Paper  Collection,  one  spare,  and  Public  Conveniences) 

2 I.,ewin  Roadsweeper  Collectors 

1 Austin  Utility  Van  (Foreman) 

1 Morris  Van,  15-cwt.  (Waste  Food,  etc.) 

1 Bulldozer  (Disposal) 

1 Bray  Hydra-Loader  (Disposal) 

Collection 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  weeks  set  aside  for  annual  holidays. 

This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  was  made  possible  by  the  retention  of  the 
men  employed  on  this  work,  only  one  man  left  for  otlier  employment  as  was 
the  case  the  previous  year. 


It  appears  that  the  bonus  seheme  whereby  2 Jd.  per  bin  per  5 man  gang  is 
paid  over  a basic  figure  of  3,300  bins  per  week  has  played  a big  part  in  solving 
the  man  power  problem,  for  it  means  that  the  men’s  wages  are  increased  by 
amounts  varying  from  17s.  to  28s.  per  week.  These  figures  will  rise  as  new 
houses  are  built,  until  such  time  saturation  point  is  reached,  when  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  on,  if  possible,  additional  staff. 

The  weight  of  the  refuse,  10,918  tons  shows  a decrease  of  721  tons. 

Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  both  house  and  street  sweeping  are  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  land  purchased  for  this  purpose  at  The  Leys.  The 
work  of  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  with  a small  Bull-Dozer  together  with 
a Hydra-Loader  which  is  used  for  taking  out  covering  material.  The  control 
of  the  refuse  is  carried  out  by  one  man.  Three  women  are  continually  engaged 
at  the  Depot  sorting  out  tins,  paper,  glass  and  textiles,  the  income  from  the 
materials  salvaged  more  than  covers  their  wages. 

Disposal  Ground — 

House  Refuse  . . . . . . . . 10,014 

Trade  and  Other  Refuse  . . . . . . 904 

10,918 

Road  Sweepings  . . . . . . . . 1,269 


12,187  Tons 


Ashbin  Provision 

The  procedure  laid  down  in  May,  1950  when  the  Council  decided  to 
provide  bins  as  a charge  against  the  refuse  collection  service  continued.  The 
men  on  the  gangs  report  weekly  all  defective  bins  on  their  rounds,  the  bins  are 
promptly  replaced  and  signed  receipts  obtained.  Bins  are  numbered  for  record 
purposes.  Prior  to  delivery  the  bins  are  given  a coat  of  bituminous  paint. 

An  analysis  of  the  figures  to  date  reveals  that  replacements  for  1953  were 
the  lowest  yet  recorded  at  1,554;  bins  to  new  houses  were  the  highest  at  443. 

No  case  of  misuse  was  brought  to  light,  although  one  family  moved  out 
of  this  District  and  took  the  bin  with  them.  The  cost  of  the  bin  was  refunded. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  placed  to  31st  March,  1954: 


Year  ended  315^  March  ! 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

Council  Houses 

417 

530 

589 

526 

2062 

New  Council  Houses  . . 

155 

168 

206 

359 

888 

Private  Houses 

1454 

1 1163 

1120 

1028 

4765 

New  Private  Houses  . . 

20 

1 17 

29 

84 

150 

Other  Properties 

— 

i 

19 

35 

54 

Total 

2046 

1878 

1963 

2032 

7919 
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Waste  Paper 

Last  year  the  prices  of  the  mixed  paper  although  falling  from  £13  in  April 
by  varying  amounts  did  not  reach  the  present  level  of  £6  lOs.  Od.  until  March, 
1953,  so  that  the  income  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1954  at  £3,362  was 
satisfactory,  the  decrease  being  only  £178,  compared  with  last  year. 

The  cost  of  collection  was  much  reduced,  three  vans  only  being  employed, 
one  on  business  premises.  The  other  vehicles  liad  1 woman  collector  each  to 
assist  the  drivers  to  obtain  the  paper  from  private  houses  and  the  smaller 
shops  away  from  the  main  shopping  areas.  That  the  arrangements  made  were 
successful  from  an  economic  viewpoint  is  beyond  doubt,  but  it  is  regretted 
that  the  service  had  to  suffer  inasmuch  as  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  maintain 
the  organised  regular  collection  which  had  been  built  up  when  prices  were  high. 
How  the  householders  in  particular  would  react  to  the  staggered  collection  was 
a matter  for  concern,  but  I am  pleased  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  co-operated.  The  result  is  truly  reflected  in  the 
amount  despatched  to  the  Mills,  i.e.,  488  tons,  an  increase  of  68  tons  over  the 
previous  year. 

An  additional  All  Steel  Electric  Driven  “Milldale”  Baling  Press  was 
purchased,  making  two  in  all.  This  replaced  one  of  the  hand  baling  presses 
which  had  been  used  for  a number  of  years. 


Kitchen  Waste 

The  total  collection  of  166  tons  was  an  increase  over  the  previous  year 
of  24  tons,  income  was  £649  an  increase  of  £152. 

The  collection  of  waste  food  from  houses  provided  with  3-gallon  containers, 
communal  bins  and  works  canteens  was  continued  throughout  the  year,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  increased  tonnage  was  due  to  the  450  additional 
containers  being  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  income,  the  cost  of  collection  was  only  covered 
during  the  months  from  September  to  March. 

General 

The  total  income  for  the  year  was  £4,882  in  return  for  870  tons  of  material. 

103  tons  of  tins  were  extracted  from  refuse  at  the  disposal  ground;  these  were 
])ress  baled  and  sold  for  £450. 


Salvage  Income 

Paper 
Baled  Tins 
Cullet 
Textiles  . . 
Kitchen  Waste 
Metals 

Miscellaneous 


Tons 

£ 

488 

3,362 

103 

450 

79 

177 

16 

146 

166 

649 

17 

93 

1 

5 

870 

£4,882 

COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1954 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse,  Kitchen  Waste  and  Salvage 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  . . 

7936  1 

2213 

10149 

Transport 

5504 

3712 

9216 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings* 

3643  1 

800 

4443 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

17083 

6725 

23808 

Gross  Income  . . 

139 

5039 

5178 

Net  Cost 

16944 

1686 

18630 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — labour  only 

13  5 

3 9 

17  2 

Gross  cost  per  ton — transport  only  . . 

9 4 

6 3 

1 15  7 

Net  cost  per  ton* 

28  9 

2 10 

31  7 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population* 

346 

i 34 

380 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises* 

1151 

114 

1265 

* The  cost  of  providing  ashbins,  i.e.  £2,707  is  included  in  Plant,  etc., 
and  represents  4s.  7d.  per  ton,  £55  per  1,000  population  and  £184  per  1,000 
premises  of  the  Net  Unit  Costs. 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Population  at  80tli  June,  1953  . . 

Total  refuse  collected — actual 
Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 
Number  of  premises 
Average  haul 
Frequency  of  collection 
Kerbside  collection  (percentage  of  total 
Total  refuse  disposed  of  . . 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  Disposal) 


collection 


5,851  acres 
48,970 
11,788  tons 
13.2  cwts. 
14,720 
2 . 25  miles 
weekly 
Nil 

11,788  tons 
100% 
£207,949 
£806 

Is.  11.  Id. 


00 


street  and  Gully  Cleansing 

The  appeals  to  the  general  public  to  assist  in  the  task  of  keeping  streets 
clean  have  been  unavailing.  What  then  is  the  answer  to  this  problem?  It  is 
not  only  the  person  who  has  no  regard  at  all  for  tidiness  who  is  responsible 
for  litter,  for  many  are  guilty  of  throwing  away  cigarettes  carton,  bus  tickets, 
or  similar  articles,  yet  otherwise  they  are  models  of  cleanliness  and  tidiness, 
who  in  their  homes  would  not  have  a thing  out  of  place.  Obviously,  it  is 
purely  an  automatic  and  thoughtless  action,  and  once  again  I have  to  deplore 
the  fact  that  by  their  own  actions  ratepayers  are  contributing  to  increase  the 
costs  of  the  service. 

The  two  mechanical  sweepers  were  available  for  504  working  days,  both 
vehicles  had  major  overhauls  and  modifications,  and  generally  gave  good 
service.  The  cost  of  driving  and  maintaining  the  machines  is  high,  but  they 
represent  the  only  means  of  doing  the  work. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  vehicles  is  summarised  as  follows: 


Number 
of  Loads 

Weight 

Tons 

Loads  of 
Water 

Working 

Days 

No.  1 Lewin  Sweeper  . . 

370 

504 

450 

260 

No.  2 Lewin  Sweeper  . . 

351 

514 

264 

244 

Street  sweepings  moved  by 

721 

1018 

714 

504 

other  vehicles 

163 

251 

! 

Total 

884 

1269 

714 

61 


COST  STATEMENT,  1953-1954 


Particulars 

Street  Sweeping 
and  Watering 

Street  and 
Gully  Cleansing 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour 

2628 

252 

2880 

Transport  . . 

3846 

761 

4607 

Plant,  equipment,  build- 
ings, etc. 

140 

14 

154 

Other  items 

— 

— • 

— 

Total 

6614 

1027 

7641 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile 
mile  cleansed  . . 

28  1 

— 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 

£ 

£ 

£ 

cleansed 

— 

84 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popula- 
tion 

135 

21 

156 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Mileage  of  streets  cleansed  . . 

Frequency  of  cleansing — 

At  least  once  daily 
Three  to  five  times  weekly 
Twice  weekly 
Once  weekly 

Less  than  once  weekly  . . . . . . 

Total  miles  cleansed  . . 

Number  of  street  gullies  cleansed  . . 

Number  of  gully  cleansings  . . 

Weight  of  street  and  gully  refuse  . . 


67.01 

1% 

0% 

12% 

71% 

13% 
4,700 
1,945 
12,202 
1,989  tons 


Cesspools 

The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed  was  294;  loads  removed  were  561  and 
the  cost  was  £432. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


The  following  figures  show  the  considerable  progress  that  has  been  made 
since  the  amalgamation  in  1934: 


Year  ending 
31st  March 
1935  .. 

1954  . . 


W.C.^s  Bins 
10458  10388 
15620  15104 


Ashpits  Dry 

Fans  Privies  Ashjnts  Cesspools 
143  262  108  135 

75  11  1 118 


Public  Conveniences 


There  are  now  seven  eonvenienees  providing  accommodation  for  males 
and  females  and  five  for  males  only.  Two  additional  are  in  course  of  erection 
at  ^Vordsley  and  l^rockmoor. 

The  usual  damage  perpetrated  at  these  places  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  existing  convenience  in  the  town  centre  is  old  and  ill-designed;  a more 
modern  one  is  urgently  required. 

The  sum  of  £54  Os.  Od.  was  collected. 


H.  .J.  PARKER, 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 


J 


